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Stations of the Cross led by the children 

On Friday 24th March at 2.00p.m. the children from Our Lady of Lourdes’ Primary School will lead us in 
praying the Stations of the Cross. This will take place in Our Lady’s Church, and all, from both parishes, 
would be welcome to attend this time of prayer. Please come along and support the young people of our 
parish and school. 

Pre-Easter Family Get Together 

I, and the members of Our Lady’s Friday Warm Spaces Group, have met together recently with Karina 
George who works locally with Letham 4 All. The group will be organizing a fun couple of hours for a 
family drop in at Our Lady’s church hall on Monday 3rd April from 11.00a.m. to 1.00p.m. approximately. 
There will be a cold buffet, activities for young ones, and an Easter Egg Hunt, amongst other things. The 
event will be open to all members of the local community and not just parishioners - so please encourage 
friends and neighbours to come along and spend some time together in good company. 

Lenten Healing / Reconciliation Service 

Having spoken to members of St. James’ Prayer Group and the music ministry in Our Lady of Lourdes, 
we’re planning to hold a healing and Reconciliation Service in Our Lady of Lourdes’ Church on     
Wednesday 29th March at 7.00p.m. The Service will involve praise and worship music, opportunities for         
individual Confessions (hopefully some other priests will be joining me that evening - so you can take the 
opportunity to have a different confessor), healing prayers and prayer ministry, and blessing with the 
Blessed Sacrament. We pray that this will be an uplifting and healing evening for all who attend. Do come 
and join us! 

A Lenten ‘fasting’ Lunch 

In solidarity with those who are struggling in these times, and embracing the spirit of the Lenten season, I 
wanted to suggest that we might try to organize a ‘fasting’ lunch in both church halls. What this would   
entail is having a simple meal (bread, cheese, vegetable soup) and then asking those attending to make a 
donation in lieu of what they might have spent on food or going out for a meal. The idea is that this is a 
parish event, parishioners getting together to raise a wee bit of money through this ‘fasting’ lunch which 
would then be donated to help the work of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul in both parishes. We would 
need volunteers to help set up for, and clear up after, the lunch and to heat up the soup. We would keep 
things as simple as possible—buying in the soup, etc. to make it less of a burden on the organisers. If you 
would like to help with this please let me know, and then we can try to arrange dates for both parishes. God 
bless, Fr. Martin 

Pilgrimages… 

Escorted Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine, Ireland, 18th April 2023.  £699.00 per person sharing.  Price       in-
cludes flight, all transfers, 4 nights’ in Knock House Hotel with full board.  All entertainment and        ex-
cursions included.  Day trips to Westport, Ballintubber Abbey, Croagh Patrick, Fr. Peyton Centre &   Na-
tional Museum. Single supplement £150.00.  Contact Patricia on 01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or 
email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com.  

The Dunkeld Lourdes Diocesan Pilgrimage will take place this year from 14th to 21st of July.  You can   
currently place a note of interest with Joe Walsh Tours at https://joewalshtours.co.uk and application forms 
should be in parishes over the next few weeks. If you, or anyone you know, would like more information 
about our pilgrimage, the services offered by the Dunkeld Lourdes Service (yellow t-shirts) or our medical 
team please contact Ruth Anne O’Neill on ruthanne@pobox.com or 07801 227443. 

Would you like to join Fr Johney Raphael  and parishioners  of St Clement’s/St Ninian’s on their            
pilgrimage to Fatima? It is 5 days/ 4 nights – 20th to 24th June 2023.   Flight from Scotland to                  
Lisbon.  Tentative Cost £ 700/ £750 based on 2 sharing If you would like more information please        
contact  Fr Johney 07831 580 361  or Bernadette Dailly   07919106129  email bdailly@btinternet.com 

No matter who you are you have something valuable to offer to enrich the life of your parish - how is 
God calling you to become more involved? Lent is a good time to discover! 

 1 

1  

Parish Newsletter for 

Our Lady of Lourdes’, Perth 

& St. James’, Kinross  
Catholic Diocese of Dunkeld - Scottish Charity Number: SC001810 

For the weekend of March 12th, 2023 

3rd Sunday of Lent - Year A  

Parish Priest: Fr. Martin Pletts 

Mobile Number: 07540534480 

Landline (Perth): 01738 626979 & E-Mail (Perth): ourladyoflourdes@dunkelddiocese.org.uk  

Landline (Kinross): 01577 863329 & E-Mail (Kinross): stjames@dunkelddiocese.org.uk 

Postal Address (Perth): Our Lady of Lourdes’ Catholic Church, 42 Struan Rd., Perth PH1 2JP 

Postal Address (Kinross): St. James’ Catholic Church, 5 High Street, Kinross KY13 8AW 

Parish Websites: www.ourladyoflourdesperth.church & www.catholickinross.com 

Stations of the Cross, this Sunday, at 3.00p.m. in Our Lady of Lourdes 

Please remember in your prayers... 

We remember in our prayers all who have died recently and all whose anniversaries occur around this time,       
commending them to the merciful love of God, especially: Kathleen Old, Bill Pearson, Martin Elliot, Gerard Maher, 
Kevin Reilly… Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in 
peace. Amen. Please also remember in your prayers those who are unwell at the moment, that the Good Lord will 
place His healing hand upon them and give strength to those who care for them. We pray especially for: Tony 
O’Donnell, Lynne Stewart, Bishop Stephen Robson. 

Sacramental Celebrations for the young people of our parishes… 

It’s with joy that we look forward to celebrating this year, with the young people of our parishes, the    
Sacraments of Confirmation and First Holy Communion. I ask you, as always, to keep these dear young 
ones in your prayers, that God will touch and inspire them as they prepare, and strengthen and deepen their 
faith through the Sacraments they will receive. Although he has now officially retired as bishop of the   
Diocese of Dunkeld, Bishop Stephen Robson, despite his ongoing health issues, has very generously 
agreed to celebrate Confirmations in Our Lady of Lourdes’, Perth and to celebrate Confirmations and First 
Holy Communions in St. James’, Kinross. The timetable of celebrations is as follows: 

 

Confirmation in Our Lady’s, Perth, during the 11.00a.m. Mass on Sunday 26th March 

First Holy Communion in Our Lady’s, Perth, at 11.00a.m. Mass on Saturday 10th June 

First Holy Communion and Confirmation in St. James’, Kinross, at 6.30p.m. Mass                                    
on Wednesday 14th June 

 

What would be good, would be if we could also have some kind of celebration in the respective church 
halls after these events - even if simply tea, coffee, juice, cake and biscuits. So, I would ask for volunteers 
to help prepare this and to speak to me if you think you would be able to help out. I also encourage        
parishioners to attend these celebrations even if the children are not part of your family - they are, indeed, 
part of your spiritual family and your support, your presence, and your prayers, I’m certain, will go along 
way to encouraging these young ones in their faith and their sense of belonging to the Church. 

mailto:patricia@gotrouvaille.com
https://joewalshtours.co.uk
mailto:ruthanne@pobox.com
mailto:bdailly@btinternet.com
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Times of Holy Mass & Confessions etc. 
Monday 13th March   No public Mass 

 

Tuesday 14th March   Tuesday of 3rd Week in Lent (V) 

      Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish: 

      Stations of the Cross  9.30a.m. 

      Holy Mass    10.00a.m. 

      Confessions after Holy Mass 

      Tea/Coffee in the church hall after Holy Mass - all are welcome.  

      Holy Mass in St. John’s Academy, Perth, 1.05p.m.  

      St. James’ Parish: 

      Stations of the Cross  6.30p.m. 

      Holy Mass    7.00p.m. 

      Women of the Torah in the church hall 7.30-8.30p.m. 

 

Wednesday 15th March  Wednesday of 3rd Week in Lent (V) 

      St. James’ Parish: 

      Holy Rosary  9.30a.m. 

      Holy Mass   10.00a.m. 

      Confessions after Holy Mass 

      Tea/Coffee in the church hall after Holy Mass - all are welcome,  &  
      church cleaning (volunteers most welcome) 

      Safeguarding Meeting  11.00a.m. 

      Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish: 

      Holy Rosary 6.30p.m. 

      Holy Mass 7.00p.m. 

      Confessions after Holy Mass 

 

Thursday 16th March  Thursday of 3rd Week in Lent (V) 

      Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish: 

      Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 8.45 - 9.45a.m. 

      Holy Mass   10.00a.m. 

      R.C.I.A in the church hall from 7.00-8.00p.m. 

 

Friday 17th March   FEAST OF ST. PATRICK (W) 

      St. James’ Parish: 

      Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 8.45 - 9.45a.m. 

      Holy Mass   10.00a.m. 

      Confessions after Holy Mass 
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Saturday 18th March   (Vigil of the 4th Sunday in Lent, Year - A) (Rose) 

      Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish: 

      Confessions  4.00 - 4.45p.m. 

      Vigil Mass   5.00p.m. 

      St. James’ Parish: 

      Vigil Mass   7.00p.m. 

      Confessions after Holy Mass 

 

Sunday 19th March   4th Sunday in Lent, Year - A (Rose)      
      St. James’ Parish: 

      Holy Mass   9.00a.m. 

      Stations of the Cross 3.00p.m. 

      Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish: 

      Holy Mass   11.00a.m.     

A reading from the Book of Exodus 17:3-7 

Strike the rock and water will flow from it 

 

Psalm 94(95) 

Response: O that today you would listen to His voice! ‘Harden not your hearts.’ 

 

A reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans 5:1-2,5-8 

The love of God has been poured into our hearts 

 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory! 

Lord, you are really the saviour of the world: 

give me the living water, so that I may never get thirsty. 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory! 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 4:5-16,19-26, 39-42 (short version) 

A spring of water welling up to eternal life 

This Sunday’s readings from the Sacred Scriptures: 3rd Sunday of Lent,  Year -  A. 

Recent Parish Collections: 

Our Lady of Lourdes’, Perth: (04&05/03/23) Plate:£ 716.00  Direct to Bank:£91.15 Total: £807.15 

St. James’, Kinross:   (04&05/03/23) Plate:£338.72  Direct to Bank:£600.00 Total: £938.72 

As always, many thanks for your generosity and for your financial support of the parishes - we depend entirely upon 

your giving to maintain the parishes, so all of your contributions and donations are greatly appreciated - Fr. Martin 

A Daily Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May 
God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan 

and all the evil spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

I’m just throwing this out there, but… would there be any interest in having a men’s group in Our Lady of 

Lourdes? A chance to socialize, pray, and support one another. Let me know what you think - Fr. Martin 


