
A time of listening and discernment 

His Holiness, Pope Francis, has decreed a time of listening for 
God’s Holy Catholic Church, a time for us to open our hearts to the 
Holy Spirit and to be receptive to what He is asking of us as      
members of the Mystical Body of Christ. This is to be a time of   
profound prayer, spiritual discernment and reflection, a time for us 
to listen attentively to the voice of the Lord and to respond          
generously to what the Almighty is saying to us. We draw in this 
time of listening upon the riches of Sacred Tradition, Sacred    
Scripture, and the Church’s Magisterium - the three recognised 
sources by means of which we deepen our understanding of the 
Faith, inspired as they all are by the Holy 
Spirit Himself. 

The term that the Holy Father has taken 
to describe our engagement with the   
Holy Spirit and our fruitful discernment 

is “synodality” - which espouses fraternal collaboration in a positive, constructive, and 
up-building spirit… coming, mutually, to a better understanding of the truths that Jesus 
Christ has revealed to His Church and walking together, putting them better in place in 
our lives personally, and in the life of the Church collectively. The process is one of    
taking greater ownership of the truths of Christ’s teaching and living them more faithfully and more radically—in 
many ways a call to deeper  Christian conversion - the Holy Father asks us all to engage in this work with open 
hearts. 

As we see from our own diocesan website, “The purpose of  the Synod is: to inspire    
people… to warm hearts… to enlighten minds… [and to] weave new and deeper         
relationships” (quoting from the Holy Father himself). While not dismissing the challenges 
and disappointments that can come with being members of the Church the Holy Father is 
asking how we can help to make the Church more Christ-like, and, of course, that process 
always begins with  personal conversion, personal re-commitment to Jesus and His Gospel. 

Our own dear bishop, Bishop Robson, in his video message on this process (available to 
view on the diocesan website) confirms what this synodal process is truly about and the 
things of which we should be extremely wary. He says: “In some parts of the world the 
idea of synodality has not been taken up the way that the Pope, our Holy Father,         
intended. In some places, for example, synodality might be understood like people    
working together like a parliament, debating with each other, thinking about and trying 
to decide very important things like the Faith of the Church which is sacred and         
unchangeable. This is perhaps a valuable lesson for us, because the genuine synodal  

process is a kind of spiritual discernment in the Church that leads us to adoration of God in prayer and in       
dialogue with the Word of God, a genuine “walking together” and synodal “walking together” always ends up in 
unity among those involved not chaos or discord.” 

As parishes we have been asked to put forward representatives to engage with the diocese in this process, to listen, 
and to feedback. I invited Suzie Smyth from St. James’ and Pauline Porter from Our Lady’s to be our representatives 
and on your behalf I would like to thank them for generously saying “yes” to this invitation. Both Pauline and Suzie 
will speak to you more at the end of Holy Mass this weekend, and any queries you might have about this listening 
process should be addressed to them. While, ideally, we should have introduced this to you slightly earlier you will 
no doubt understand that with the recent changes and clustering of the two parishes and all this entails we have been 
a little delayed in bringing this before you. 

As you will hear from Suzie and Pauline, you each have the opportunity to complete a diocesan questionnaire should 
you wish by clicking on: https://www.dunkelddiocese.co.uk/questionnaire/ and you can also request from our       
representatives a copy of the parish-specific listening exercise which they have formulated together for a deeper  
listening to our own parishioners. I am very grateful for the extra work they have done to this end. 

Please remember this process in your personal prayers and devotions, at Holy Mass, in your daily Rosary, and at 
Eucharistic Adoration. This synodal process presents us with a wholly positive opportunity to re-invest ourselves in 
the riches of our Catholic Faith and its sacred and unchangeable teachings and to grow together as the Holy Church 
of God of which we are all living stones, to reinvigorate the life of our  
parish faith community after the blows we have recently received because 
of the international health crisis. It is important that we reach out with a 
welcoming and missionary spirit, with a desire to share the truths of our 
Faith with those in our community who have perhaps lapsed from the  
practice of the Faith and those, indeed, who are unaware of the love that 
God has for them. God bless you all and thank you for your generous    
engagement as we listen together to God as brothers and sisters of the 
Lord. God bless, Fr. Martin 
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A Daily Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against 
the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly 
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of God, 

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about the world 

seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

Restoring the Sunday and Holyday       
Obligation 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

The obligation for Catholics to celebrate Sunday as a 
Holy Day by gathering together for Mass will be  
restored from the First Sunday in Lent, Sunday 6th 
March. Given the easing of restr ictions in every 
other walk of like, the Church looks forward to   
welcoming Catholics back to Holy Mass. As always, 

the obligation does not apply to those who are sick and their carers or to those aware of their greater            
vulnerability to the virus. May the continuing recovery of our country bring new hope to us all           
especially those who are ill, those who mourn loved ones, those who are apprehensive and those who 
have sustained us in so many ways throughout the Pandemic. We, the Bishops of Scotland, take this   
opportunity to thank our clergy and our parish volunteers for all their efforts. May our Lenten journey 
this year lead us to a   renewed appreciation of our Catholic faith, of the celebration of the Eucharist and 
of the presence of the Risen Christ who is always at our side. 

Yours sincerely in Christ, +Stephen Robson, Bishop of Dunkeld 

Thank you to all who volunteered to help with Our Lady’s parish celebration on Friday 
11th, all who worked in the background, and all who contributed to it being a joyful        
occasion. God bless you all for your kindness and support, it is greatly appreciated! 



Times of Holy Mass & Confessions etc. 

 

 

Monday 14th Feb.  No Public Mass      Mass at Glenochil Prison 

Tuesday 15th Feb.  6th Week of the Year 

     Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish:   9.15 - 9.45a.m. Holy Rosary 

             10.00a.m. Holy Mass 

             Confessions after Mass 

     St. James’ Parish:     5.45 - 6.45p.m. *Holy Hour 

             (Confessions available) 

             7.00p.m. Holy Mass 

Wednesday 16th Feb.  Votive Mass of St. Joseph 

     St. James’ Parish:     9.15 - 9.45a.m. Holy Rosary 

             10.00a.m. Holy Mass 

             Confessions after Mass 

     Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish:   5.45 - 6.45p.m. *Holy Hour 

             (Confessions available) 

             7.00p.m. Holy Mass 

Thursday 17th Feb.  Op. Mem. Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order  

     Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish:   9.15 - 9.45a.m. Holy Rosary 

             10.00a.m. Holy Mass 

             Confessions after Mass 

Friday 18th Feb.  Votive Mass of the Sacred Heart of Jesus   

     St. James’ Parish:     9.15 - 9.45a.m. Holy Rosary 

             10.00a.m. Holy Mass 

             Confessions after Mass 

Saturday 19th Feb.  7th Week of the Year - C. (Vigil Mass) 

     Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish:   4.15 - 4.45p.m. Confessions 

             5.00p.m. Vigil Mass 

     St. James’ Parish:     7.00p.m. Vigil Mass 

             Confessions after Mass 

Sunday 20th Feb.  7th Week of the Year - C. 

     St. James’ Parish:     9.00a.m. Holy Mass 

     Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish:   11.00a.m. Holy Mass 

     Kilgraston School, Bridge of Earn:   5.15p.m. Holy Mass 

             (not yet a public Mass) 

The Holy Hour will consist of the recitation of the Holy Rosary, Litany of Loreto, silent prayer, and will 
conclude with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. Once the Holy Rosary has been prayed   Fr. Martin 

will be available to hear Confessions. 

Please remember in your prayers Eileen Ward R.I.P., formerly of Our Lady’s, Perth, whose Requiem Mass 
will be on Tuesday at 11.00a.m. in St. John the Baptist’s (where Eileen attended Mass). 

 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 17:5-8 

A curse on the man who puts his trust in man, a blessing on the man who puts his trust in the Lord. 

 

Psalm 1 

Response: Happy the man who has placed his trust in the Lord. 

 

A reading from the first Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 15:12.16-20 

If Christ has not been raised, your believing is useless. 

 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, for revealing  

the mysteries of the kingdom to mere children. 

Alleluia! 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 6:17,20-26 

Happy are you who are poor, who are hungry, who weep. 

This Sunday’s readings from the Sacred Scriptures: - 6th Sunday, Year C. 

Sacramental Celebrations for the children of the parishes: 

I’d like to thank parents, catechists, and teachers in the two parishes for the hard work they do in helping 
to prepare the children for the celebration of the Sacraments. I have spoken to Mrs. Mary Burrows in St. 
James’, and also Mrs. Lynne Mendes and Mrs. Lisa Brown in Our Lady’s Primary School to make        
arrangements for this year’s sacramental celebrations, the dates of which follow: 

St. James’, Kinross: 

Confirmations and First Holy Communions at 7.00p.m. on Tuesday 22nd February - Bishop Robson will 
be celebrating the Sacraments for the children. 

Our Lady of Lourdes’, Perth: 

First Confessions at 2.00p.m. on Friday 4th March  

Confirmations at 11.00a.m. on Sunday 3rd April - Bishop Robson will be celebrating the Sacrament for 
the children. First Holy Communions at 11.00a.m. on Saturday 11th June. 

A prayer for the return of our sisters and brothers to the practice of the Faith 
 

Almighty Father, 
You desire not the death of the sinner, but that he may be converted and live. 

Pour out upon us Your mercy and hear the prayers of Your servants. 
Soften the hearts of Your children who have strayed from the true path which You established for their 

salvation. 
They are now forgetful of their duties as Catholics, 

and pursue the pleasures of the world. 
Grant that they may quickly return to the practice of every Christian virtue, 

so that their lives may shine with the integrity of faith, 
the fervour of piety, and the ardour of charity. 

Restore them to Your sacraments and the life of Your grace, 
through the merits of the most precious blood of Your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

2nd Collection 19th/20th February for the Ecclesiastical Students’ Fund 


