
Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes - Friday 11th February 

On Friday 11th February at 7.00p.m. we will have a special celebration in 
Our Lady of Lourdes’ for our patronal feast day. It would be great if as 
many people as possible could turn up so that we can celebrate in style 
with musicians and choir, a healthy number of parishioners, and even  
parishioners joining us from St. James’ in Kinross to help cement the 
bonds of friendship and support between the two communities of faith. If 
circumstances and regulations at the time permit we may even come    
together after Holy Mass in the church hall, or some other suitable space, 
for tea, coffee, and biscuits and a chance to enjoy fellowship with each 
other. I would ask for volunteers to help organise this please, if possible. 
It is important that we mark this occasion which is celebrated as a        
Solemnity in our own parish, and that we ask our Blessed Lady to pray 
for the parishes as we move forward together in Christian companionship. 
God bless! 

You will be kept abreast of the parish collections in this newsletter, though perhaps not on a weekly 
basis at the moment. Reports will be given regularly, even if every month or couple of months, on the 
monies that have been coming in in the parish collections. Part of the reason for this is because of the 
need to factor in the monies that are paid in directly to the parish bank accounts. I would like to 
thank Tom (in Kinross) and Gordon (in Perth) for the sterling work that they have been doing in 
keeping the respective parish finances up to scratch and for liaising with the diocesan Finance Team. 

Congratulations to baby Harrison Jones, son of Louise Jones (neé Boyle) and Daniel Jones, who was 
baptised in St. James’ on Saturday 22nd January. Please keep Harrison, his mum and dad, his    
godparents and family in our prayers. 

Sacramental Celebrations for the children 
of the parishes: 

I’d like to thank parents, catechists, and teachers in the 
two parishes for the hard work they do in helping to 
prepare the children for the celebration of the         
Sacraments. This week I have spoken to Mrs. Mary 
Burrows in St. James’, and also Mrs. Lynne Mendes 
and Mrs. Lisa Brown in Our Lady’s Primary School to 
make arrangements for this year’s sacramental        
celebrations, the dates of which follow: 

St. James’, Kinross: 

Confirmations and First Holy Communions at 
7.00p.m. on Tuesday 22nd February - Bishop Robson 

will be celebrating the Sacraments for the children. 

Our Lady of Lourdes’, Perth: 

First Confessions at 2.00p.m. on Friday 4th March  

Confirmations at 11.00a.m. on Sunday 3rd April - 
Bishop Robson will be celebrating the Sacrament for 

the children. 

First Holy Communions at 11.00a.m. on Saturday 
11th June. 

If you have names of the sick or deceased who you would like parishioners to pray for I will include 
them in the parish newsletter if you hand in a note of their names to me - thank you, Fr. Martin 
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A Daily Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against 
the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly 
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of God, 

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about the world 

seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

Preparation & Thanksgiving 

Preparation for Holy Mass and time in thanksgiving   

after Holy Mass are so important. In taking time to    

prepare prayerfully before Holy Mass we recognise 

the awesome Mystery in which we are about to     

engage: the coming of Jesus Christ our Saviour onto 

our altar in the Most Blessed Sacrament, and the 

privilege we have of being able to receive Him, 

Body, Blood, soul and divinity in Holy Communion. In taking time to give thanks in prayer after Mass 

we show our heartfelt gratitude for the gift that God has given us of Himself and the love and graces 

that He has lavished upon us. We know that sometimes unforeseen circumstances mean that we arrive at 

the last minute for Holy Mass, or indeed that we might have to leave quickly once Mass has finished, 

but ideally we should be aiming to arrive in good time to prepare prayerfully for the celebration and we 

should give ourselves time to say thank you to the Lord. This means that we can put our all into Holy 

Mass and also get the most out of it. We are coming, after all, to spend time with the One who loves us 

more than any other, and such an encounter is not to be rushed but to be savoured - spending time with 

our Good God is the essence of prayer itself, and the key to having a vibrant relationship with Him. May 

you always put your heart and soul into the celebration of Holy Mass, and may you always come away 

from the celebration enriched with the overflowing blessings of the Lord! 



Times of Holy Mass & Confessions etc. 

 

Monday 24th Jan.  No Public Mass      Mass at Glenochil Prison 

Tuesday 25th Jan.  Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul 

     Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish:   9.15 - 9.45a.m. Holy Rosary 

             10.00a.m. Holy Mass 

             Confessions after Mass 

     St. James’ Parish:     5.45 - 6.45p.m. *Holy Hour 

             (Confessions available) 

             7.00p.m. Holy Mass 

Wednesday 26th Jan.  Memorial of Ss. Timothy & Titus 

     St. James’ Parish:     9.15 - 9.45a.m. Holy Rosary 

             10.00a.m. Holy Mass 

             Confessions after Mass 

     Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish:   5.45 - 6.45p.m. *Holy Hour 

             (Confessions available) 

             7.00p.m. Holy Mass 

Thursday 27th Jan.  Op. Memorial of St. Angela Merici   

     Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish:   9.15 - 9.45a.m. Holy Rosary 

             10.00a.m. Holy Mass 

             Confessions after Mass 

Friday 28th Jan.  Memorial of St. Thomas Aquinas   

     St. James’ Parish:     9.15 - 9.45a.m. Holy Rosary 

             10.00a.m. Holy Mass 

             Confessions after Mass 

Saturday 29th Jan.  4th Week of the Year - C. (Vigil Mass) 

     Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish:   4.15 - 4.45p.m. Confessions 

             5.00p.m. Vigil Mass 

     St. James’ Parish:     7.00p.m. Vigil Mass 

             Confessions after Mass 

Sunday 30th Jan  4th Week of the Year - C. 

     St. James’ Parish:     9.00a.m. Holy Mass 

     Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish:   11.00a.m. Holy Mass 

     Kilgraston School, Bridge of Earn:   5.15p.m. Holy Mass 

             (not yet a public Mass) 

 

* The Holy Hour will consist of the recitation of the Holy Rosary, Litany of Loreto, silent prayer, and will 
conclude with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. Once the Holy Rosary has been prayed Fr. Martin 
will be available to hear Confessions. 

Please remember in your daily prayers, and at Holy Mass, to ask the Lord to send        
labourers to His harvest - please pray for vocations to the priesthood in our Diocese. 

 

A reading from the Book of Nehemiah 8:2-6.8-10 

All the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law. 

 

Psalm 18(19) 

Response: Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life. 

 

A reading from the first Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 12:12-30 

You together are Christ’s body, but each a different part of it. 

 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

The Lord has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, 

to proclaim liberty to captives. 

Alleluia! 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 1:1-4,4:14-21 

‘This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen’. 

This Sunday’s readings from the Sacred Scriptures: - 3rd Sunday, Year C. 

A Few Practical Matters 

A few things have come to mind as I’ve been preparing to take on responsibility for the two parishes of St. 
James’, Kinross, and Our Lady of Lourdes’, Perth, a few things I’d like to share with you, and perhaps 
even remind you of… 

If you’d like to have a Mass offered for any intention it’s going to be more difficult for me now to        
guarantee that I can offer that Mass on a particular day (given that I will be receiving requests from       
parishioners in both parishes) so a suggestion would be that you make your requests well in advance and 
also I would encourage you to be flexible as to when the Mass can be offered. Even when I have two 
Masses on a particular day Canon Law permits me to only take a stipend for one of those Masses, and 
Masses on Sunday are generally offered “pro populo” which means for all of the parishioners of the      
particular parish concerned. 

For baptisms I require at a minimum a month’s notice, and for weddings the Diocese stipulates a minimum 
of six months’ notice (if anyone in Our Lady of Lourdes’ has a baptism or marriage already ‘booked in’ 
I’d be grateful if they would approach me as soon as possible to let me know about this). 

If anyone is interested in becoming a Catholic or knows of someone in the parish who is interested please 
let me know, so that we can begin with some instruction in the Faith. 

If you have a problem, a concern, or indeed something positive to share please speak to me personally, if 
it’s a problem we can tackle it together, and if it’s something good that you want to share or that you have 
to contribute to the life of the parish I’d be more than happy to know about it. 

If you are aware of sick and housebound parishioners who would like a visit, first check with them, and 
then if they’re happy to have a visit, write their names and contact details down for me and hand them in 
(telling me at the church door is not always the best idea, I seldom retain that kind of information as so 
many people tell me so many things, so a written note is always best). 

Please be patient with me (my brains are like scrambled eggs at the moment), and please don’t hesitate to 
remind me of things  - I won’t be offended - my memory has never been fantastic. 

Everyone in these parishes has something to offer, everyone has a talent, don’t be shy in using your 
gifts and offering your talents to give glory to God and to build up this parish community. 

God bless you, Fr. Martin 


