PARISH NEWSLETTER

Mission Sunday

This Sunday, the Church invites us to reflect on two important dimensions
of our Christian life: our responsibility towards the world in which we live
and our commitment to God, to whom we belong.

Intoday's Gospel (Matthew 22:15-21), Jesus is confronted with a question
about paying taxes to Caesar. His response goes far beyond the political
argument of the moment: “Give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar —
and to God what belongs to God.”

Jesus reminds us that our faith does not separate us from the responsibili-
ties of everyday life. We are called to be honest citizens, responsible mem-
bers of society, and people who contribute to the common good. Yet our
deepest identity comes from something greater: we belong to God, and
our lives bear His image.

This message takes on particular significance as we celebrate World Mis-
sion Sunday. The mission of the Church is not simply the responsibility of
missionaries serving in distant countries. It belongs to every baptised per-
son. Wherever we live, work, or meet others, we have opportunities to
make Christ known through our words, our kindness, our generosity, and
our willingness to serve.

Mission begins close to home — in our families, our parish, and our neigh-
bourhood. It grows whenever we offer encouragement to someone who is
struggling, welcome a stranger, support those in need, or help another per-
son rediscover God's love.

Today, we also remember with gratitude the missionaries who dedicate
their lives to proclaiming the Gospel, often in difficult circumstances.
Through our prayers and generous support of the Mission Sunday collec-
tion, we share in their work and express our solidarity with communities
throughout the world.

May this Eucharist renew our awareness that we belong to God and that
our lives are meant to reflect His love. Let us leave the church today not
only strengthened in faith, but also ready to become witnesses of Christin
the ordinary circumstances of our lives.
May God bless our parish community and all those who carry the Gospel to
the ends of the earth.

Fr Leszek
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Next edition will be on November 1, 2026

LITURGICAL SERVICES FOR THE WEEK
AHEAD

There will be no weekday Masses due to
my trip to Poland. Sunday Mass on Octo-
ber 25th will begin at 11:15am and will be
celebrated by Fr Abraham.

If you know someone in hospital who
would like a visit from a priest for
prayer, spiritual support, Holy Com-
munion (Viaticum: communion for dy-
ing), Confession, or the Anointing of the
Sick, please contact the Priest on call, at
07842 538056 ASAP.

This weekend, there will be a second col-
lection in support of Missio Scotland as
part of the annual World Mission Sunday
Appeal. Thank you for your generosity

NOVEMBER MASSES FOR THE
DECEASED

Throughout the month of November, all
Masses will be offered for the repose of
the souls of the faithful departed.

The names submitted on the November
List of the Dead will be remembered at
every Mass. Thank you for your offerings
and for lovingly remembering your de-
ceased family and friends.

GOSPEL PRAYER

Lord Jesus Christ, You remind us today
that we belong to God and that our lives
should reflect His goodness and love.

Teach us to fulfil our daily responsibilities
with honesty, to serve others with gener-
osity, and to remain faithful to Youin all cir-
cumstances.

On this World Mission Sunday, open our
hearts to the needs of the Church through-
out the world.

Bless all missionaries who proclaim Your
Gospel, especially those who serve in
places of poverty, suffering and conflict.

May our parish become a living witness to
Your presence, where faith is expressed
through kindness, prayer and loving ser-
vice.

Lord, help us to give You not only what we
possess, but our hearts, our trust and our
whole lives, for everything we are and eve-
rything we have is Your gift.

Amen.
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PARISH OUTING TO
PITLOCHRY THEATRE

Due to circumstances beyond our control,
there will be no parish outing at Christmas
this year; however, the new brochure has
just been published, so we will go on a
Spring/Summer outing instead, if there is
enough interest.

PERTH CHATS
SHARING STORIES, BUILDING FRIENDSHIPS

CHATS (Community Here And There Stories) is a new initiative of
Perth Action of Churches Together (PACT), bringing together local
church members and people from different countries and backgrounds
to share their stories and build friendships.

Inspired by Christ’s call to welcome the stranger (Matthew 25:35),
CHATS offers a friendly and respectful space where everyone can share
experiences, listen and learn from one another.

Rooted in Christian hospitality, CHATS is not a programme of religious
conversion but an opportunity to express our faith through genuine
friendship, mutual respect and unconditional welcome. Conversations
about faith are welcome when they arise naturally and freely.

Two five-week pilot programmes have already taken place in
partnership with ESOL Perth, with further sessions planned for 2027.

Would you like to get involved? We welcome volunteers to observe,
assist or help facilitate future sessions. The commitmentis one evening
a week for five consecutive weeks.

For more information, contact Andrew Symon at
a.g.symon@outlook.com or your local PACT representative.

CHATS is about more than sharing stories — it is about building a
community where everyone feels welcomed, valued and at home.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

Firstreading Isaiah 45:1, 4-6

‘I have grasped the right hand of Cyrus to subdue nations be-
fore him.’

Responsorial Psalm Ps 96(95): R:/7b
Ascribe to the Lord glory and power.
Second reading
‘Remembering your faith, love and hope.’
Gospel Acclamation Philippians 2:15d, 16a

Alleluia, alleluia. Shine as lights in the world, holding fast to
the word of life. Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 22:15-21

‘Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God
the things that are God’s.’

1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b

BELONGING TO GOD - LIVING IN THE SPIRIT OF ST FRANCIS

s e -
FRANCISCAN JUBILEE 2026

800 Years Since the Death of
St Francis of Assisi
(1226-2026)

Jesus reminds us: “Give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar— and to
God what belongs to God.” (Matthew 22:21). St Francis of Assisi under-
stood these words in a profound way. He recognised that everything he
possessed, including his very life, was a gift from God. By embracing pov-
erty, simplicity and humility, he discovered the freedom of a heart that be-
longs entirely to the Lord. Francis did not withdraw from the world. He en-
tered it with renewed love, recognising Christ in the poor, the sick and
those who were forgotten. His life became a living proclamation of the
Gospel.

As we celebrate 800 years since his death, St Francis invites us to ask
ourselves: What place does God truly have in my life? His example re-
minds us that holiness is not measured by what we possess, but by how
generously we love.



PRAYERS FOR POPE LEO XIV

We invite all
parishioners
to keep our
Holy Father,
Pope Leo
XIV, in their
prayers fol-
lowing his re-
cent diagno-
sis of lung
cancer and
surgery at
Rome's Ge-
melli Hospi-
talon 13 Oc-
tober. Thank-
fully, the op-
eration was
successful,
and the Vati-
can reports
that his re-
covery is
progressing
well.

At this challenging time, let us unite in prayer for his heal-
ing, renewed strength and a full recovery. May the Lord
sustain him with His grace and peace as he continues his
ministry as Shepherd of the Universal Church.

Holy Mary, Health of the Sick, pray for him.

KEEPING THE SICK CLOSE TO OUR HEARTS

Illness can change a person's life in ways that others may
never fully understand. The familiar routines of everyday life
can suddenly give way to pain, uncertainty, loneliness and
dependence on others. For some, illness is a temporary
struggle; for others, it becomes a daily burden carried quietly
and patiently.

As a parish family, we have a special responsibility to re-
member those who are sick, particularly those who can no
longer join us for Holy Mass or take part in the life of our com-
munity as they once did. Their absence from our church does
not mean that they are absent from our parish family. They
remain precious members of the Body of Christ. Our concern
for the sick should find expression not only in prayer but also
in simple acts of kindness: a telephone call, a visit, a thought-
ful message, or an offer of practical help. Such small ges-
tures can bring great comfort to someone who feels isolated
or forgotten. Above all, we entrust those who suffer to Jesus,
who never turned away from the sick or those in need. We
pray for healing where it is possible, for courage when diffi-
culties continue, and for the peace that comes from knowing
that God remains close, even in the most difficult moments.
Let us remember that a caring parish is not measured
only by those who gather in church, but also by the love it
extends to those who cannot be present.

Let us pray: Lord Jesus Christ, you looked with compassion
upon the sick and brought hope to those who suffered. Look
with tenderness upon all who are ill in our parish and among
our families. Ease their pain, calm their fears and strengthen
their trust in you. Bless those who care for them with pa-
tience, wisdom and kindness. May no one feel abandoned
or forgotten, and may your loving presence bring comfort
and peace to every suffering heart. Amen.

Last but not least, being “one in Christ” calls us to keep our
gaze fixed on the Lord, so that he may truly be at the centre

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE LEO XIV
FOR THE 100th WORLD MISSION DAY 2026

One in Christ, united in mission
{fragments}

Dear brothers and sisters,

For World Mission Day 2026,
which marks the centenary of a
celebration established by Pius
Xl thatis very dear to the Church,
| have chosen the theme “One in
Christ, united in mission.” Fol-
lowing the Jubilee Year, | wish to
encourage the whole Church to
! continue its missionary journey
with joy and zeal in the Holy Spirit. This requires
hearts united in Christ, reconciled communities
and, in everyone, a willingness to cooperate with
generosity and trust.

As we reflect on being one in Christ and united in
mission, let us allow ourselves to be guided and in-
spired by divine grace, “to renew in ourselves the
fire of our missionary vocation” and advance to-
gether in the commitment to evangelization, in this
“new missionary age” in the history of the Church
(Homily, Jubilee of the Missionary World and of Mi-
grants, 5 October 2025).

1. One in Christ - Missionary disciples united in
him and with our brothers and sisters/ The mys-
tery of union with Christ lies at the heart of mission.
Before his Passion, Jesus prayed to the Father, “that
they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and |
am in you, may they also be in us” (Jn 17:21). These
words reveal Jesus’ deepest desire, as well as the
identity of the Church as a community of his disci-
ples. Thatis, a communion that flows from the Trin-
ity, and continues to be sustained by the Trinity. A
communion at the service of fraternity among all hu-
man beings and harmony with all creation.

Being a Christian is not primarily about practices or
ideas; it is a life in union with Christ, in which we
share in his filial relationship with the Father in the
Holy Spirit. It means abiding in Christ, like branches
on the vine (cf. Jn 15:4), immersed in the life of the
Trinity. This union gives rise to mutual communion
among believers and is the source of all missionary
fruitfulness. Indeed, just as Saint John Paul Il taught,
“communion represents both the source and the
fruit of mission” (Apostolic Exhortation Christifide-
les Laici, 32). Inthis context, the Church’s primary
missionary responsibility is to renew and sustain
spiritual and fraternal unity among its members. In
many situations, we encounter conflicts, polariza-
tion, misunderstandings and a lack of mutual trust.
When this occurs even within our communities, it
undermines our witness. The evangelizing mission
that Christ entrusted to his disciples requires, above
all, hearts that are reconciled and eager for com-
munion. Consequently, it is important to intensify
ecumenical efforts with all Christian Churches,
building upon the opportunities arising from the joint
celebration of the 1700 anniversary of the Council
of Nicaea. Here, it is worth noting that the founder
of the Society of the Propagation of the Faith,
Blessed Pauline Marie Jaricot, established the Living
Rosary two hundred years ago. Even today it contin-
ues to bring together many of the faithful throughout
the world to pray for every spiritual and missionary
need. Itis also worth remembering that, following a
the Pope, to support the various needs of the
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of our lives and communities, the centre of every word, ac-
tion and interpersonal relationship, leading us to say with
amazement: “It is no longer | who live, but it is Christ who
lives in me” (Gal 2:20). By constantly listening to his word
and through the grace of the Sacraments, it will be possible
for us to become living stones in the Church. Today, the
Church is called to take up the fundamental themes of
the Second Vatican Council and the subsequent Papal Mag-
isterium, in particular that of Pope Francis. In fact, as Saint
Paul says, “we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Je-
sus Christas Lord” (2 Cor 4:5). For thisreason, | reiterate the
words of Saint Paul VI: “There is no true evangelization if the
name, the teaching, the life, the promises, the kingdom and
the mystery of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God are not pro-
claimed” (Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi, 22).
This process of genuine evangelization begins in the heart of
every Christian in order to reach all of humanity. Therefore,
the more united we are in Christ, the better able we will be
to carry out together the mission that he entrusts to us.

2. United in mission-That the world may believe in
Christ the Lord. The unity of disciples is not an end in itself;
it is directed towards mission. Jesus states this clearly: “So
that the world may believe that you have sent me”
(Un 17:21). Itis through the witness of a reconciled, fraternal
and united community that the proclamation of the Gospel
acquires its full communicative power. From this perspec-
tive, it is worth recalling the motto of Blessed Paolo Manna,
“The entire Church for the conversion of the whole world,”
which succinctly expresses the ideal that inspired the es-
tablishment of the Pontifical Missionary Union in 1916. On
its 110" anniversary, | convey my gratitude and my blessing
for its commitment to inspiring and forming the missionary
spirit of priests, consecrated persons and lay faithful, pro-
moting the unity of all evangelizing efforts. In fact, no bap-
tized person is exempt from or indifferent to mission: every-
one, each according to their own vocation and condition of
life, participates in the great work that Christ has entrusted
to his Church. As Pope Francis repeatedly reminded us, pro-
claiming the Gospelis an action that is always harmonious,
communal and synodal. For this reason, unity in mission
means safeguarding and nurturing the spirituality of com-
munion and missionary cooperation. By daily fostering this
attitude, divine grace gradually teaches us to see our broth-
ers and sisters through the eyes of faith. We also learn to
recognize joyfully the good that the Spirit inspires in each
person, to embrace diversity as a treasure, to bear one an-
other’s burdens and always to seek the unity that comes
from above. Indeed, we all share in one mission in “one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is
above all and through all and in all” (Eph 4:5-6). This spiritu-
ality constitutes the daily expression of missionary disciple-
ship. It helps us to recover a universal vision of the Church’s
evangelizing mission, and to overcome a lack of coordinated
efforts and the creation of factions among the followers of
the one Lord — such as “I belong to Paul,” “I to Apollos”
(cf. 1 Cor1:10-12). [...] In this regard, | would like to thank
the Pontifical Mission Societies for their service to mission-
ary cooperation, which | experienced with gratitude during
my ministry in Peru. These Societies — Propagation of the
Faith, Holy Childhood, Saint Peter the Apostle, Saint Peter
the Apostle and Pontifical Missionary Union — continue to
nurture and form missionary awareness for the faithful of all
ages, and to promote a network of prayer and charity that
connects communities throughout the world. proposal from
the Society of the Propagation of the Faith, Pius Xl estab-
lished World Mission Day in 1926. The annual offerings col-
lected on this day are distributed by the Society, on behalf of
a whole and each in its own specificity still play a valuable
role for the entire Church.

Church’s mission. The four Societies, therefore, as
They are a living sign of unity and ecclesial mission-
ary communion. | invite everyone to work with them
in a spirit of gratitude.

3. Mission to love - Proclaiming, living and shar-
ing God’s faithful love. If unity is the condition of
mission, love isits essence. The Good News that we
are sent to proclaim to the world is not an abstract
ideal; it is the Gospel of God’s faithful love, which
became flesh in the face and life of Jesus Christ. The
mission of the disciples and the Church as a whole
is to continue the mission of Christin the Holy Spirit:
a mission born of love, lived in love, and leading to
love. In fact, the Lord himself, in his great prayer to
the Father before his Passion, after invoking unity
among his disciples, concludes: “so that the love
with which you have loved me may be in them, and |
in them” (Jn 17:26). Impelled by the love of Christ,
the Apostles then went out to evangelize for Christ
(cf.2 Cor5:14). In the same way, throughout the
centuries, multitudes of Christians — martyrs, con-
fessors and missionaries — have given their lives to
make this divine love known to the world. Thus,
guided by the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of love, the
Church’s evangelizing mission will continue until
the end of time. | would like to express my special
gratitude to today’s ad gentes missionaries. Like
Saint Francis Xavier, they have left their homeland,
their families and all sense of security in order to
proclaim the Gospel and bring Christ and his love to
places that are often challenging, poor, conflict-rid-
den or culturally distant. Despite adversity and hu-
man limitations, they continue to give themselves
joyfully, because they know that Christ himself, and
his Gospel, are the greatest treasures we can offer.
Through their perseverance, they demonstrate that
God’s love transcends all barriers. The world still
needs these courageous witnesses of Christ, and
ecclesial communities still nheed new missionary
vocations. We must always keep them close to our
hearts and continually pray to the Father for them.
May he grant us the gift of young people and adults
who are willing to leave everything behind to follow
Christ on the path of evangelization even to the ends
of the earth! Filled with admiration for men and
women missionaries, | make a special appeal to the
whole Church to join them in the mission of evange-
lization through the witness of our lives in Christ,
through prayer and through our contributions to the
missions. As Saint Francis of Assisi said, “Love is
not loved,” and we look to him in a special way on
the eight hundredth anniversary of his passing to
heaven. Let us find inspiration in his desire to live in
the love of the Lord and to transmit it to those both
near and far, because, as he said, “this love Who
hath loved us muchis much to be loved” (Saint Bon-
aventure of Bagnoregio, The Life of Saint Francis,
chap. IX, 1; Fonti Francescane, 1161). Let us also
draw inspiration from the zeal of Saint Thérése of
the Child Jesus, who declared that she would con-
tinue her mission even after death: “I shall desire in
heaven the same thing as | do now on earth: to love
Jesus and to make him loved” (Letter 220 to ’Abbé
Belliere, 24 February 1897). [...].

From the Vatican, 25 January 2026, Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time, Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul
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